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would the United States recognize it as an 
independent state? 

And Mr. President, as head of the African 
Union, how do you get more peacekeepers 
into Darfur? 

President Bush. Well, first, on Kosovo, 
our position is that its status must be resolved 
in order for the Balkans to be stable. Sec-
ondly, we have strongly supported the 
Ahtisaari plan. Thirdly, we are heartened by 
the fact that the Kosovo Government has 
clearly proclaimed its willingness and its de-
sire to support Serbian rights in Kosovo. We 
also believe it’s in Serbia’s interests to be 
aligned with Europe, and the Serbian people 
can know that they have a friend in America. 
Finally, the United States will continue to 
work with our allies to do the very best we 
can to make sure there’s no violence. And 
so those are the principles going into the 
Kosovo issue. 

Q. But will the United States recognize 
it? 

President Bush. I suggest you study the 
Ahtisaari plan. Not to be, like, the, you know, 
grumpy guy. 

President Kikwete. Well, how to get— 
how do we get more peacekeepers into 
Darfur? Of course, what has been delaying 
getting more peacekeepers has been the lack 
of understanding between the U.N. and the 
Government of Sudan on the status of forces 
agreement. Now that one has been signed, 
I think it has cleared the way. There are 
many volunteers, and as Chair of the African 
Union, we certainly seek out more and more 
volunteers as they are needed. We use our 
good offices to see more and more African 
countries contribute. We have volunteered 
to contribute one battalion. If there is need 
for another one, we will certainly do that. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
10:29 a.m. at the State House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of 
Liberia; former Secretary-General Kofi Annan of 
the United Nations; and former President Martti 
Ahtisaari of Finland, United Nations Special 
Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Future 
Status Process for Kosovo. President Kikwete re-
ferred to John J. Danilovich, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Millennium Challenge Corporation. 

Remarks During a Visit to Amana 
District Hospital in Dar es Salaam 
February 17, 2008 

President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzaniya. Mr. President, First Lady, my 
dear wife—Mr. President, welcome again to 
Amana Hospital. Well, let me use this oppor-
tunity to thank you so much, again, for 
PEPFAR, the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief. 

Through PEPFAR, we got these two 
buildings, a facility we just visited and, again, 
this clinic. In Dar es Salaam, there are three 
of these buildings, one in each of the dis-
tricts, and then we have five smaller ones. 
About 40 patients have been registered, and 
24 are already on ARVs, because they are 
eligible. I’m not a doctor, but they say the 
levels of CD4 count, then they reach a cer-
tain level above 300, where they say, now 
they have got to go to start treatment. 

Well, the significance of this is the people 
we have around here. There is Tatu. She has 
her own story to tell, I’m sure. There is a 
couple—Steven, where is the wife? Where 
is your wife? Bring your wife here. This is 
Janet; this is Steven. They are a couple. And 
when she was pregnant, she was diagnosed 
as being HIV-positive. So then she came 
under care and treatment. The baby there 
is healthy. 

So we can see, these are some of the typ-
ical examples of the success of this kind— 
this program. Had they not—had there not 
been a program to test them, well, they might 
not be there. So one of the advantages is that 
their son is healthy; they are under treat-
ment; they are healthy; they are doing their 
own work. So that son is lucky. He is not 
orphaned thanks to the PEPFAR program. 

And then we have—Honorati Shirima— 
yes, and ex-military, I’m told—yes, retired. 
But I’m told when he came here, he was in 
very bad shape. He was in bad, bad shape. 
He was almost dying. So he started the pro-
gram of ARVs, and you can see how he looks 
now. He looks healthy; he looks much better 
than what he was. 

So all that I can say, President, is words 
of appreciation and thanksgiving. It has done 
a tremendous job. You know Tatu; you know 
her story. She was in Congress recently. So 
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I can tell you—this is what I can say to wel-
come you, is to thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Kikwete. Thank you so much 

for the initiative. It has done so much for 
our people. It has given a future—as I was 
saying this morning, many children now have 
been saved from being orphans, and the ex-
ample is that man and this girl here. So thank 
you so much, Mr. President. 

President Bush. Well, Mr. President, 
thanks for having us. I really appreciate you 
suggesting a stop here at the Amana Hospital 
District. The American people have built two 
of the wings of this hospital, and I wanted 
to come here precisely to let the American 
people know how important their generosity 
is to the—to helping save lives. 

And doc, I thank you for setting up this 
meeting. We’re so honored to be with the 
doctors and the healers as well as those who 
have been helped by the program. One of 
the main reasons that I want to make sure 
the American people know that this program 
is successful is because I want this program 
to continue to be funded. It’s in our national 
interests that the American generosity con-
tinue beyond my Presidency. 

And so, Mr. President, one way to send 
a clear message to the good people of our 
country is that their generosity is saving lives. 
And we really appreciate those whose lives 
have been saved to come and share their sto-
ries. And Tatu, it’s good to see you again. 
She was at the State of the Union Address, 
she and Faith, sitting with Laura and our two 
daughters. And your smile is bright today as 
it was then. [Laughter] So it’s good to see 
you. And doctor, thank you. 

President Kikwete. She has hope. Now 
she has hope for the future. 

President Bush. She has hope and Faith. 
[Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Chalamilla E. Guerino, 
field director of HIV and AIDS care and treat-
ment, Amana District Hospital; and Tatu Msangi, 
registered nurse, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
Center, and her daughter, Faith Mang’ehe. Presi-
dent Kikwete referred to his wife, Salma Kikwete 
of Tanzania. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by 
President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam 
February 17, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
very much, sir, for your gracious and warm 
hospitality. Madam, thank you very much. 
Mr. President, thank you for coming back 
from Germany today. Laura and I are 
touched. This has been a spectacular trip. It’s 
not over, because tomorrow we’re going to 
tour more of your country. 

President Kikwete. You’ll be—— 
President Bush. I’ll be—[laughter]. But 

I must say that our trip here has exceeded 
my expectations. I knew you were an accom-
plished Government. After all, you’ve dra-
matically reduced malaria; you’re in the proc-
ess of dramatically reducing HIV/AIDS. My 
country has awarded you the largest Millen-
nium Challenge grant ever in the history of 
our Nation, all because your Government is 
committed to honest, decent government for 
the people. 

I have been extremely touched, as has 
Laura, by the outpouring of support by the 
great people of Tanzania. And so, Mr. Presi-
dent, I too would like to propose a toast: To 
you and your family, to the people of Tan-
zania, and to our friendship, may it be long- 
lasting. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:58 p.m. at the 
State House. In his remarks, he referred to Salma 
Kikwete, wife of President Kikwete. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of President Kikwete. 
A tape was not available for the verification of 
the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Meru 
District Hospital in Arusha, Tanzania 
February 18, 2008 

Habari zenu. We have just toured the hos-
pital here, which is on the forefront of Tanza-
nia’s fight against malaria. I want to thank 
you, doc, for leading the tour, and thank you 
for your compassion. I appreciate the com-
missioner welcoming us to the district. I also 
want to thank Minister Mwakyusa for joining 
us here in Arusha. I’m grateful for the mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps who’ve joined 
us. 
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